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CXAIM AMENT>MF.NTR 



Tbi$ Ameadmeiit is submitted in response to the Final Office Action dated March 12, 
2004. having a shortened statutory period set to expire J«ne 12. 2004. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, U-IS, 
18-21 and 25 are pending. Applicants have canceled .Claims 1-4, 6 and 8. No ne^ matter hai 
been entered by these amendments. Applicants respectfWly request that the Examiner enter the 
proposed cancellation of claims, as such cancellation either places the present apphcation in 
condition for allowance or reduces issues on appeal, and therefore such amendment is proper. 
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IN THE CI.AIMSi 

1-8. (canceled) 

9. (pieviously presented) An apparatus, comprising: 
a body having an axis of rotation; 

a serial number laser etched on the body, the serial number appearing on the body in a 
symmetdcally arcuate array about <he axis in both human-ieadable and machine readable fonns, 
the serial number having aplurality of order characters and a plurality of unique characters; 

a plurality of two-dimensional array codes on the body, each encoding a portion of the 
serial number such that the entile serial number is encoded on the body; wherein 

a first one of the array codes encodes a first one of the order characters, a second one of 
the airay codes encodes a second one of the order characters, a third one of the array codes 
encodes a third one of the order characters, and the unique characters axe sequentially divided 
among and encoded by the array codes foUowing said ones of the order characters; and wherein 

the human-readable form of the serial number appears iti. a first order, and the machine- 
readable form of the serial number appears in an order different from the first order. ! 

10-12. (canceled) 

13. (original) The apparatus of claim 9 wherem each of the aaay codes comprises a 10x10 
array of cells. • 

14. (original) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the serial number has three order characters 
and six unique characters, and wherein there are three array codes on the body, each encoding 
three, nonsequential characters of the serial number 

15. (previously presented) A method for encoding the serial number of an apparatus, Ihe 
serial number having a pluraHty of order characters and a plurality of unique characters, the 
method comprising: 

(a) providing the apparatus witti two versions of the serial number: a plurality of 
separate, machine-readable codes, and a single human-readable code; 
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(b) encoding one of the order characters of the serial nmnber with each of the 
machine-readable codes; 

. (c) dividing and eiicoding the umque characters of the serial nijmberamon^ 
following the order characters encoded in step (b), such that an order of the serial number in the 

machin^readable codes differs fiom an order of the serial number in the human-readable code; 
and then 



reading the machine-readable codes with a machine code reader and reconstructing the 
machine^read serial number in the same order as the human-read code. 

16-17. (canceled) 

18. (<>rigmal) The method of claim 15 wherein steps (b) and (c) comprise 
sequentiaUy dividing the order characters and the imique characters among the 

19. (original) The method of claim 15. further comprising ±c step of laser etching the codes 
on Ihe apparatus, 

20. (original) The method of claim 15 wherein step (a) comprises providing three codes on 
the apparatus, each encoding three, nonsequential characters of the serial number. 

21. (previously presented) A method for encoding the.serial number of an apparatus, the 
serial number having a phirality of order characters and a plurality of unique characters,' the 
method comprising: 

(a) providing the apparatus with a pluraHty of laser etched, machine-readable, two- 
dimensional array codes, the anray codes being symmetricaUy positioned about a rotation^ axis 
of the apparatus such that tfxe anray codes are oriented in a« amiate pattern about the axis; 

(b) sequentiaUy encoding one of the order characters of the serial number with each 
of the array codes; 

(c) sequentially dividing and encoding the unique characters of the serial, niimber 
among the array codes following the order characters encoded in step (b); 
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(d) fanning the serial number on ihe apparatus in a humao-i^dable code that diff^ 
in Of der from an order of the machine-ieadable array codes; and then 

(e) reading the array codes with a machine code readea: ajid reconstructing the 
m;ichine-read serial number in the same order as the order of the human-readable code. 

22-24. (canceled) ' 

25. (original) The method of claim 21 wherein step (a) comprises providing three codes on 
the apparatus, each encoding three, nonsequential characters of the serial number. 



us. AppKcationNo. 09/361,548 



AmCQdrncnt B - Page 5 



Attorney Docket Number SA9-99-032 



PAffi6/1fl»RCVDAT5/12/2004 5:13:35 PM [Eastern Daylight TimeI«SVR:USPTOff)(RF.1/0»^ 



